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         LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CLARK COUNTY 
 

POSITION  PAPERS 
 
 

JUSTICE IN CLARK COUNTY: 
 
The League of Women Voters of Clark County encourages the continued appropriate use of alternative     
Courts.  We also encourage the Courts to continue on going evaluations to determine program 
effectiveness 
.            . 
The League of Women Voters of Clark County encourages education of the Community to increase 
awareness of the siting, land use and housing issues regarding Adult and Juvenile sex offenders. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Clark County encourages and supports partnerships with Law and 
Justice, the schools, community and social services in order to increase effectiveness and maximize 
resources. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Clark County supports early intervention for Juveniles. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Clark County supports a balanced approach of adequate facilities and 
 the use of alternatives to incarceration for adults and juveniles where appropriate. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Clark County systemic review of indigent defense services to determine 
effectiveness with emphasis on adequate levels of service and funding. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Clark County encourages the State to fund on going treatment 
requirements for Court mandated programs. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Clark County encourages Law and Justice programs to evaluate their 
effectiveness on an on going basis. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Clark County encourages the continued support for the advancement of 
Victims Rights.   (2002) 
      
   
 
LAND-USE PLANNING 
 
A. LAND USE: 
 
A regional planning council or equivalent body should be charged with coordinating a county-wide 
comprehensive land use plan composed of long-range goals, policies and guidelines.  Individual citizens 
and representatives from local governmental bodies should participate jointly in the formulation of the 
countywide land use plan.  All decisions made by city and county entities should be consistent with the 
plan.  A central resources center containing all planning information should be maintained and available 
to the public.  All City, County and special service planning bodies should be in regular communication 
with each other.  (1974) (1990)  The comprehensive plan should be regularly reviewed. 
 
We support conservation of non-renewable land resources, such as agricultural, forestry lands, wetlands 
and aggregate mining areas.  The criteria to determine areas to be conserved should include social, 
environmental and economic factors with emphasis on retention of physical characteristics.  We support a 
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flexible combination of implementation techniques such as: creative zoning, performance standards, 
transferable development rights, purchase of development rights, fee simple purchase, agricultural and 
forestry or mineral aggregate districts, and tax policies to achieve conservation of non-renewable land 
resources, depending on local condition.  Purchase of development rights would be most appropriate for 
lands in close proximity to urban areas.  We support the concept that developers should be required to 
contribute to cost of public services which are a direct result of their development.  (Amended 1990) 
 
B. HEARING PROCESS: 
 
The citizens’ right to know about hearings which might be of interest to them is of first concern.  
Hearings concerned with ordinances and basic planning should be held separately from hearings 
concerned with applications for zone changes and subdivisions.  Hearings should be of reasonable length  
and be recessed and reconvened if necessary.  We support Planning Commission and Hearings Examiner 
procedures that are fair to everyone concerned.  Fairness should take precedence over procedure.  Conflict 
of interest, whether personal or financial, must be avoided.  A commission member so involved should 
leave the room.  All basic criteria and preliminary work needed for a subdivision application should be 
done before the Planning Commission or Hearings Examiner hearing.  Legal advisors must be available at 
all hearings.  (Amended 1990) 
 
ORDERLY METROPOLITAN DEVELOPMENT 
 
We believe that a sense of regional community is vital in dealing with regional issues.  We support efforts 
aimed at developing and expanding this sense of regional community among all residents of the Portland 
metropolitan region. 
 
Government functions should be performed as they are at present by cities, counties, special districts and 
regional organization.  We support coordination, cooperation and the delivery of services at a potentially 
broader level (including bi-state) than at present, when the needs justify it. 
 
We support a multi-purpose special district (MSD) with power to enforce its decisions and with adequate 
and equitable financing.  We support clarification of MSD boundaries as they relate to the potential 
incorporation of additional agencies.  We support changes in MSD legislation which are justified in order 
for MSD to carry out its prescribed functions. 
 
We recognize that Clark County, Washington is an integral part of the Portland metropolitan region and 
we support changes in MSD legislation enabling Clark County to be a participant, should it wish to do so.  
(1979) 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION: 
 
Parks and recreational facilities are an important element of any community and should be considered as a 
priority.  Every effort should be made to make parks and recreation facilities safe places for all citizens.  
Realizing local governmental budget pressures, we favor the exploration and utilization of alternate 
methods of funding, including but not limited to LIDs, bond issues and user fees for both developed and 
undeveloped recreational sites.  Recreational facilities should be balanced to serve diverse recreational 
interests to include both developed and undeveloped areas.  Where a need is demonstrated, we support 
bond issues for the construction of swimming pools and other highly developed recreational facilities.  
We strongly recommend that Parks Departments and the school districts combine efforts for recreation 
facilities for the use of the total community, including park acquisitions and swimming pools.  (Amended 
1990) 
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PORT OF VANCOUVER: 
 
Economic growth must be planned and regulated.  The Port should be responsive to the economic needs 
of the area it serves while maintaining a balance with environmental concerns.  The Port should exercise 
fiscal responsibility.  The public should be consulted in all planning.  Regulatory agencies should 
continue to enforce the law in their special spheres. 
 
We agree that voluntary association of Lower Columbia River ports in Oregon and Washington for 
planning and marketing might be beneficial.  Any movement toward consolidation of the Lower 
Columbia River ports should be initiated by the smaller ports.  Our members agree that the Port of 
Vancouver Commission should be responsive to the citizens and taxpayers of the port district.  (Amended 
1990) 
 
SOLID WASTE 
 
A good solid waste management plan must be environmentally sound.  To conserv3e our resources as 
much as possible, it should provide for and promote maximum re-use and recycling.  In support of this, 
local units of government should use recycled products whenever economically feasible.  Industry should 
produce less unnecessary packaging and more standardized and bio-degradable containers.  It is 
industry’s obligation to discard the “built-in obsolescence” theory and to manufacture better quality 
products. 
 
Education of the public about solid waste problems is a primary need.  Public responsibility for 
environmental control must be accepted.  The consumer should be educated to exercise care in 
purchasing, to demand quality products, to recycle and to change the throw-away philosophy.  Local 
government should foster the use of neighborhood shredders, encourage research for alternatives to yard-
burning and enforce existing laws. 
 
Financing of the solid waste management program must be adequate, economical, efficient, manageable 
and flexible, covering present and future needs.  Financing should be supported by private and 
commercial interest together with local and regional government (city, county) handling the franchising.  
Transfer stations, recycling and disposal and the disposal sites should be under regional jurisdiction. 
 
The state should have authority over planning, regulation and enforcement of the solid waste program  
(Amended 1990) 
 
TAX  POLICY IN CLARK COUNTY: 
 
 
Artificial lids should not be imposed upon a property tax which would restrict the revenue generating 
capacity of Clark County government.  If artificial lids are imposed on local (property) taxes, they should 
be flexible to allow for changing conditions, time and needs.  Provisions should be made for periodic 
review.  Provision should be made for either permanent or temporary lifting of the lid if local conditions 
and/or need warrant it.   
 
The local tax structure should be balanced and should consist of several sources of local revenue, all of 
which should be “fair”.  (See State Tax Position.)  Local tax structure should emphasis revenue generated 
locally which shall be spent to meet local needs.  (Reaffirmed in 1990) 
 
TRANSPORTATION: 
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As transportation is integral to the well-being of our community, the LWVCC supports an integrated and 
balanced transportation system.  The system should be cognitive of technological advances and anticipate 
the future needs of Southwest Washington. 
 
The LWVCC support a transportation system which is: 
• Multimodal in design, serving those in need of road, water, air, rail, pedestrian, bicycle, and other 

modes of  transportation; 
• Regional, serving all communities within the County; 
• Integrated into and coordinated with local comprehensive land-use plans; 
• Accessible to drivers, non-drivers, students, elderly, handicapped and others; 
• Designed to enhance or not significantly degrade view corridors, noise levels, or air and water 

quality; 
• Designed to preserve historic features whenever possible; 
*    Safe and appropriately maintained; 
• Convient and dependable; 
• Considerate of the preservation and maintenance of existing infrastructure and rights of way when 

appropriate; 
• Efficient, economical and takes advantage of financial resources at the Federal, State and Local 

levels; 
• Supportive of the goals of Transportation Demand Management and Transportation System 

Management planning; 
• Designed with a high degree of public outreach, education and public participation; 
• Designed to support the movement of grids and economic vitality in the community; 
• Designed to consider social, economic and environmental cost and impact; and 
• Coordinated between government jurisdictions, agencies and other groups. 
 
In addition, LWVCC supports a financing mechanism for  transportation which utilizes dedicated 
gasoline fund and the use of motor vehicle license fees for mass transit, recognizing that this may mean 
an increase in these taxes.  The LWVCC also supports vehicle taxes based upon energy efficiency.   
 
In order to shift emphasis from automobile to mass transportation, we endorse the design and 
implementing of a comprehensive parking plan.  Alternative modes of travel should be encouraged such 
as car and van pooling.  Mass transit routes should enable movement directly from one outlying 
community to another.  (Adopted 1993) 
 
SEWERS 
 
The best governmental structure for delivery of sewer service in Clark County is a county-wide (possibly 
less) multi-service district with an adequate tax-base.  Adequate financing should be provided through a 
single taxing district such as general obligation bonds for area-wide benefits, state and federal grants 
when available, and revenue bonds.  Cost of the system should be paid by beneficiaries in proportion to 
the benefits received.  User fees should pay for maintenance and operation, hook-up fees for extension of 
lines and total system investment cost, and a general  utility tax for benefits received by the community as 
a whole. 
 
The state law that requires hook-up within two years by owners of property adjoining sewer lines should 
be enforced.  Immediate hook-up for failing septic systems should also be enforced with payments spaced 
over a period of time.  Individual septic tank drain field systems are acceptable when there is no sewer 
service and where they met the requirements of the Southwest Washington Health District.  Adequate 
staff should be provided to enforce health regulations. 
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We agree with the goals of the sewer guidelines, the sewer service areas and the Clark County 
comprehensive land use plan to prevent leap-frogging development, to minimize cost and to utilize good 
planning and engineering.  Governmental units should be responsible for providing sewer service outside 
its corporate boundaries only if cost-effective or to honor past commitments.  However, annexation for 
providing sewer service is more desirable.  (1982) 
 
LIBRARY 
 
The Fort Vancouver Regional Library System serves an ever-growing population in Clark, Skamania, and 
Klickitat counties and the city of Woodland in Cowlitz County.  By offering individuals full access to 
information, it provides resources and services that are essential to the democratic process. 
 
The library system has initiated a variety of creative problem-solving approaches and community 
partnerships to deliver services and establish new programs in a changing environment.  In spite of the 
Library’s proactive efforts, however, the issues of additional space and the ability o keep pace with 
technology remain and are becoming more critical. 
 
We support the library in its efforts to obtain the additional funding necessary to address these concerns.  
Requests for such additional funding should clarify the specific outcomes that will be achieved through 
the increased revenues. (1999) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


