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Notes from LWVCC Civics is Fundamental Program Kick Off Meeting 

We spent a few minutes introducing ourselves and sharing what year(s) we were in the 7
th

 grade. 

The range was from the late 50s through the late 90s.  

Karen Verrill and Jill Severn: LWVWA Civics Textbook, The State We’re In: Washington 

(TWSI) 

Karen did an overview of the project and the products LWVWA offers: TSWI, TSWI Teacher’s 

Guide, Poster, Bookmarks. The 7
th

 edition is being used by a number of school districts. It is 

focused around a number of Critical Questions. The new edition will be expanded and updated 

and is tentatively scheduled to be published in January.  

Jill Severn summarized some of the changes: 

• Text is aimed at middle school and it is written accurately but with a light touch. We assume 

teachers will go deeper on topics. A goal for the TSWI Teacher’s Guide is to point to 

electronic and other resources. 

• Campaign finance rules and voter suppression 

• Respect for democratic institutions even if the holder of the office does not merit respect 

• Federalism, adding a section on political parties and two-party system comparing our system 

with others, and a graphic on political views from left to write. 

• Politics is the art of what is possible and compromise 

• Social media, etc., how to vet the sources of information 

• Revised section on advocacy to a case study on kids suing the Federal government over climate 

change. For example, there will be a spotlight on “Sally the Salmon” and it explains all the 

places where politics impacts Sally’s life cycle. Jill is working with a member of the Nisqually 

tribe. 

• Added a chapter on civics and the natural world; make sure that the natural world is topic of 

political decisions 

• Expanded section on tribal government to talk about Indian boarding schools. Tribal law has 

much 

• Glossary and Index 

Karen and Jill then talked a bit about the logistics of getting TSWI into all the classrooms in 

Washington. Karen also discussed the Civics Education bill that will again be before the 

Legislature in 2018. This bill authorizes expenditures to train all teachers on Civics Education. A 

big part of the problem of incorporating civics into the curriculum is getting the resources to the 

teachers and offering case studies of how current Social Studies/History teachers use these and 

other materials.  

Karen and Jill are authoring a grant to help advertise the new edition of the text and to work on 

translations for the blind and perhaps in Spanish. The group offered some other suggestions: 

• An interactive digital book (this would require additional grant money) 

• Use interns to do translations in the most needed languages 

• Contact the WA State University in Vancouver Digital Media Program to see if they have 

interns 

• It would be good to get data about which schools/districts/teachers are using TSWI and track 

the increase for the next edition. 
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• When we do training on TSWI we can offer teachers clock hours 

• Homeschool outreach has been a bit expensive (table registration at conferences is costly); 

several members noted that they have links with the Homeschool groups in Clark County 

• We might look at offering a for credit Civics Class for transitional students at Clark College 

• We could ask the School Foundations to help us fundraise to get classroom sets of books and 

underwrite training for teachers. 

• We might be able to write local grants. For example, with the new casino, there is 1% of profits 

that need to be returned to the community.  

• We could teach citizenship classes for native born American Citizens 

• We could do more on social media regarding the book and Civics is Fundamental 

• We could do a book launching at the Fort Vancouver Libraries that would offer info on 

TSWI, LWV, and perhaps Kahoots game 

• We should include a copy of the poster (perhaps on foam core so it can stand up) in the 

Forum box 

• We could reach out to district curriculum directors at the districts, private schools, and ESD 

112 

• We could develop presentations that League members could give in middle and high school 

classes and presentations that could be done for adults at various places like churches, social 

and business clubs 

• We could bring up both the Civics Education legislation and increasing civics education at 

School Board meetings during the Good of the Order time period. 

• We can be sure that our legislators get copies of TSWI at our December social. 

• Get Education fully funded in Washington State! 

After this discussion, we then brainstormed ways that our League might want to get better Civics 

Education into our community: 

• We should also be thinking about providing Civics Education for all ages, perhaps classes at 

Clark College extension and Mature Learning. 

• Create Quizlet and Kahoots apps with information from TSWI and from the 100 Citizenship 

questions new citizens must learn 

• It turns out that Clark College students no longer elect their student government; the students 

are appointed by committee. That seems counter intuitive. 

• Voter registration drives at schools and universities 

• The Clark County Auditor has agreed that students who are (1) members of LWVCC (2) 17 

years old (3) will be seniors the following year may take the Election Observer training in June 

and be part of our Election Observer Team 

• LWVCC Voter Services could invite students to help us develop forum questions. 

• We concluded the meeting by each looking at Chapter 8, What it Takes to be A Good 

Citizen, and choosing one of the items to work on going forward. 

• The Civics is Fundamental to Democracy Committee will have projects starting immediately: 

• Registering students, faculty, and staff to vote 

• Making Civics presentations at individual schools; first on November 1, at Evergreen High 

School. Going forward we need to develop relationships with the districts and teachers. We 

have started with Evergreen (Katherine Murphy) and Battle Ground (Susan Strizver).  
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• Creating a Quizlet or Kahoots program/game centered TSWI 

• Creating a Quizlet or Kahoots program/game around the 100 citizenship questions 

• Developing an adult Civics class/discussion group  

• Helping to get funding for teacher training and classroom set purchases of the 8
th

 edition of 

TSWI 

• Perhaps creating a “program in a box” toolkit for other Local Leagues to start Civics is 

Fundamental Committees 

 

 

 


