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Transportation Background 
 I-5 Trade & Transportation Task Force 2002 
 CTRAN  - Board of Directors 
 RTC – Vice Chair and Board of Directors 
 Joint Policy Advisory Comm. on Trans. 
 Bi-State Coordination Comm. 
 
What are Vancouver’s transp. challenges? 
* We’re using a multi-faceted approach to 
improving our trans. system as we grow. 
* Pedestrian safety and distracted driving are key 
challenges. We’re in the process of looking at 
collision data citywide, and identifying some key 
corridors where collisions have occurred. 
Addressing these safety issues is a priority. 
* Congestion impacts livability for residents and 
also economic development. Through our 2015 
Street Funding Strategy, we work for everyone, 
including freight, vehicles, bikes, and pedestrians. 
That includes a new sidewalk program & an 
ongoing neighborhood traffic calming efforts, with 
Neighborhood Traffic Safety Alliance.  
 
What are your transportation priorities? 
* I will continue to participate, and advocate in the 
region-wide conversation about the I-5 Bridge. 
* I’m actively pursuing and advocating for our long-
term transportation priorities, in addition to our 
critical infrastructure needs and developing 
affordable housing strategies. 
* Following through on the 2015 Streets 
Commission, we now have the sustainable funding 
we need to take care of our streets. 
* The 2018 Pavement Management Program will 
be our most robust one to date -- $10.5 million -- as 
we continue to improve street conditions citywide, 
tackling the backlog of failed residential streets. 
* Investment in key infrastructure – including more 
complete streets, adding bike lanes and restoring & 
improving parks – enhances the livability & 
competitiveness for new private development to 
expand & diversify our economy. 
 
More priorities: bike lanes, crosswalks, speed 
limits, lighting and sidewalks. 
* The City will be implementing the newly adopted 
Complete Streets Policy, which will guide future 
improvements, such as adding street lighting and 
incorporating more pedestrian and bike-friendly 
features for our streets and work with transit. 
* The purpose is to gradually create a complete 
network of roads that serve all users.   

With money often an issue, what’s first to be 
taken off or downsized from a project list? 
* No one has unlimited resources, but we are 
continuing to use the resources we do have in the 
most cost-effective and efficient way we can.  
* When we do a new project, it will be a complete 
streets project. It’s not an “either/or” issue that pits 
one mode of travel against another. It’s an “and” 
approach. Sometimes that requires us to be 
flexible, not a one-size fits all approach but one that 
considers a variety of options that recognizes all 
users. 
* A Complete Streets policy is helping us leverage 
more state and other grant funding. 
 
The 32nd Ave. Ext. & Fruit Valley Rd Bridge  
* The 32nd Avenue extension project will provide a 
reliable, direct route for freight traveling from west 
side industrial areas to I-5, particularly northbound  
* It will also improve access for commuters, who 
work at the Port of Van. and our industrial areas. 
* W. Mill Plan will remain a designated freight route. 
* The 32nd Ave. ext. will help to preserve livability 
and safety within westside neighborhoods by 
drawing freight and commuter traffic away from 
streets north of Mill Plain. 
 
Any chance of some 20 mph speed limits for 
neighborhoods and other low-traffic streets? 
*The City is in the process of updating its transp. 
system plan, which will evaluate reducing speed 
limits on certain streets throughout the city.  
 
Uber, Lyft, and C-Tran  
*The City has regulations in place that allow shared 
use vehicles, like Uber and Lyft, to operate. 
* We partner with C-TRAN on development of 
transit routes including their BRT lines. 
* The City also manages and oversees a Commute 
Trip Reduction program that incentivizes 
commuting options, such carpools, vanpools, 
transit, ridesharing, and bicycling.  
*The City also works with individual businesses to 
help them with their parking challenges. 
 
Pay for Parking 
* The city will retain its current pay for parking 
system. The revenue goes into an enterprise fund 
dedicated to funding parking program expenses. 

* We replaced meters in the downtown core with 
40 pay stations in 2017 and we will be replacing 
even more with 50 pay stations in June of 2018. 

* In January of 2018 we put out a Request for 
Proposals for a citywide pay by phone app.  We are 
currently reviewing the proposals, & intend to have 
a citywide pay by phone app in 2018 



 LSW Architects’ Ryd (Rethink Your Drive) 
parking & downtown shuttle service. 
* We have all heard the “buzz” about the little green 
shuttle vans, and we’d certainly like to see this idea 
catch on and expand to other businesses and 
employers. RYD is the latest example of how the 
private sector can rapidly take ideas and try out 
innovative solutions to problems (in this case, lack 
of available employee parking), in a way that local 
governments aren’t always able to do. 
* We believe that the RYD program is unique in 
Southwest Washington. 
 
How can the city help facilitate these kinds of 
efforts?  
* The City supports creative ideas like the RYD and 
are currently exploring whether it might make sense 
to invest in even more shuttles & satellite parking. 
* If RYD is as successful as we think it will be, it 
could become a symbol of the innovation and 
entrepreneurial spirit that is occurring here in our 
community 
 
Oregon’s Value Pricing Advisory Committee  
* We live in the Vancouver-Portland Metropolitan 
Region, and our transportation system is regional 
and interconnected as well. Our agencies work 
together to make sure that our plans align and that 
we’re doing what we can to address shared 
challenges, like freeway congestion. 
* Metro and RTC- also coordinate, and various 
elected officials from both sides of the river sit on 
committees for both organizations, including the 
RTC board and Metro’s Joint Policy Advisory 
Committee on Transportation.  
* Officials from both sides of the river acknowledge 
that Oregon’s proposal to implement congestion 
pricing on I-5 and I-205 will have impacts on 
residents of Southwest Washington. 
* Through our participation on the Pricing Advisory 
Committee, we are working to ensure that any 
proposal that is moved forward adequately 
addresses impacts and distributes benefits in an 
equitable way, and does not negatively impact a 
future I-5 bridge project. 
 
Feedback on interstate tolling 
Survey and Open Houses: 
* Most people say that congestion on I-5 and I-205 
negatively impacts their quality of life, and that they 
expect it to keep getting worse. Folks with long 
commute times say that they lose out on time with 
their family and friends, and experience frustration 
at the unpredictability of traffic and overall 
congestion on the highways. People generally said 
that I-5 is worse than I-205, but both are bad. 

*Many people at the Vancouver open house asked 
why replacement of the I-5 bridge was not included 
as part of the Value Pricing study, and said they 
thought tolls should be used to pay for a new 
bridge.  
*People are concerned about fairness in terms of 
who pays and who gets the benefits, and 
expressed concern that low-income residents will 
be disproportionately impacted. 
*Many people expressed concern about a lack of 
other options for residents of SW WA, who have to 
cross one of the bridges to get to work. They also 
said better transit service is needed if tolling is 
implemented, and think ODOT should consider 
options for adding capacity. 
*People are anxious to get more information on 
what the potential toll rates will be, and how much 
of a benefit in terms of travel timesavings they can 
expect. They also want to know how Oregon will 
support the need for more transit service from SW 
Washington if tolling is implemented.  
 
April 14 Oregon’s Value PAC Meeting 
* ODOT provided an update on outreach to 
environmental justice communities (low-income 
communities & communities of color), and their 
concerns related to tolling & its impact them.  
* The PAC divided into small groups to discuss 
specific strategies to mitigate negative impacts of 
tolling. Toward the end, each group shared a 
summary for their discussion with the larger group.  
* All PAC meetings are broadcast live. Recordings 
are available on ODOT’s website. 
http://www.oregon.gov/odot/get-
involved/pages/value-pricing-committee.aspx 
* Vancouver’s Open House, Monday, April 30th,  
Luepke Center, from 5:30 – 7:30 pm 
 
SR 500 Safety Improvements 
*To improve safety and travel times on SR 500, the 
Washington State Department of Transportation is 
gathering public input as they study improvements 
to benefit all users of the highway.  
* There’s a high rate of collisions near the traffic 
signals at NE Falk Road/42nd Ave. and NE 
Stapleton Road/54th Ave., especially during busy 
travel times. 
https://www.wsdot.wa.gov/news/2018/02/28/wsdot-
launches-study-improve-safety-sr-500-vancouver 
* May 3rd, 2018 Open House at Roosevelt 
Elementary School   
 

4th Plain Blvd 
Studying pedestrian safety, distracted drivers, and 
collision data in this key corridor. 
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