
`

Primary Focus 2018
Community Building One Vote at a Time

LWV OF CLARK COUNTY CIVICS IS FUNDAMENTAL PROJECT

July 29, 2018

Katherine Murphy, LWVWA Secretary



• Founded February 14, 1920.
• We never oppose or endorse parties or candidates.
• We are a membership organization operating at three levels: 

grassroots (Local Leagues), state, and national.
• At each level, we study issues from a 360° perspective; then 

we discuss and, using a consensus approach, we agree on a 
positions on those issues. Impact on Issues, 2016-2018.
• VISION: We envision a democracy where every person has 

the desire, the right, the knowledge, and the confidence to 
participate.
• LWV of Clark County has over 65 members.

League of Women Voters
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy
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https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2018-05/impact_on_issues_2016-2018.pdf
https://lwvclarkcounty.org/about/


• Represents the most basic right of citizenship
•Moves citizens from spectators to participants
• Creates community
• Increases accountability of elected officials
• Enables governments to evolve and change
• Encourages citizens to serve their communities
• Reflects our values
• Impacts every facet of our lives

Why Voting Matters
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• In 1952 ~91% of Washington’s voting age population 
was registered to vote. This percentage has steadily 
declined. In 2016, only ~77% of Washington’s eligible
citizens were registered.
• In 2016 (presidential year), 79% of those registered 

voted in the general election, which means that only 
~60.52% of eligible citizens voted.
• In 2014 (mid-term year), ~73% of eligible citizens were 

registered.  Only 54.16% of those registered voted in the 
general election, which means that only ~39.51% of 
eligible citizens voted.

Voter Participation—The Bad News
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Election Clark County Washington State

2017 Primary 19.93% 26.02%

2017 General 30.89% 37.10%

2016 Primary 30.62% 34.88%

2016 General 77.25% 78.76%

2015 Primary 25.88% 24.37%

2015 General 34.01% 38.45%

2014 Primary 28.61% 31.15%

2014 General 50.64% 54.16%

2012 Primary 30.76% 38.48%

2012 General 79.58% 81.25%

2010 Primary 38.99% 40.97%

2010 General 67.87% 71.24%
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Registered Voter Turnout 2017-2010



• Elections are governed by state law and managed at the county 
level. “So You Think You Can Vote?” We the Voters: 20 Short 
Films. 2016.
• More elections, longer campaigns, negative advertising: “US 

Election: Why does the US have such low voter turnout?” Courtney 
Subramanian, BBC News, 10/28/16.
• Decreased education in schools since 1980. This is changing! 

“What Your State is Doing to Beef Up Civics Education,” Emily 
Cardinali, NPR, 7/21/18.
• Media consolidation reduces local content production and 

decreases coverage of local and state affairs. LastWeek Tonight, 
John Oliver, 8/7/16, offers “Journalism” a look at the importance 
of local newspapers.
• Perceptions that “my vote doesn’t matter,” “no good choices,” and 

“all politics is dirty.”

Why Voting Can Be Difficult
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https://wethevoters.com/film/so-you-think-you-can-vote
http://www.paradoxicalcommandments.com/
https://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2018/07/21/624267576/what-your-state-is-doing-to-beef-up-civics-education?sc=tw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bq2_wSsDwkQ


• What science says about motivation: Election Stress & What to Do 
About It, Esther Sternberg, The OnBeing Project, 11/18/16
• “When faced with stressful events that you can’t change, you 

can resolve to do whatever you can in your own sphere of 
expertise, to take control.”
• “One even better way to lower your stress response is to do 

those things that you do best, and do them for others.”
• What the research says: 4 Research-Backed Ways to to Get People 

to Vote, Bethany Brookshire, Science News for Students, 11/7/16
• Educate early and well
• Peer pressure
• Healthy competition
• The personal touch
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The Desire to Participate

https://onbeing.org/blog/election-stress-and-what-to-do-about-it/
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/4-research-backed-ways-get-people-vote


• To register in Clark County, you must
• Be a U.S. citizen
• Be 18 years old by the day of the next election (in Clark 

County, you may register one year before your 18th

birthday)
• Be a resident of Clark County
• Not be disqualified from voting due to a court order
• Not be under Department of Corrections supervision for a 

Washington felony conviction
• You can STILL register to vote in the August 7 primary by 

going to the Clark County Elections Office, 1408 Franklin 
Street, Vancouver, WA, no later July 30, 2018

8

The Right To Participate



• Top Two Primary—one of four states
•No Party Affiliation—one of 20 states
•Online Voter Registration—one of 38 states
• Vote By Mail—one of three states
•Detailed Voters’ Pamphlet—one of seven states
* See Washington State Secretary of State Office Teacher Guide, page 25

Voting is Unique in Washington*
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https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/mock/teachers-guide.pdf


• LWV of Washington The State We’re In: Washington
• Washington Secretary of State Office 
• Crash Course, Government and Politics
• Fact checking websites: Media Bias/Fact Check, Snopes, 

PolitiFact, FactCheck
• Polls: FiveThirtyEight, “The Polls Are All Right,” 5/30/18
• The Columbian
• The Reflector
• ClarkCountyToday.com
• Camas-Washougal Post-Record
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The Knowledge to Participate

http://moodle2.ospi.k12.wa.us/course/view.php?id=158
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/civics/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrk4oY7UxpQ
https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/
https://www.snopes.com/about-snopes/
https://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2018/feb/12/principles-truth-o-meter-politifacts-methodology-i/
https://www.factcheck.org/about/our-mission/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-polls-are-all-right/
http://www.columbian.com/
http://www.thereflector.com/
http://www.clarkcountytoday.com/
https://www.camaspostrecord.com/


• Understand where you stand on issues and why
• The Political Compass
• Project Implicit

• Gather information about candidates
• MyVote Voter Guide
• Candidate websites, advertising, and speeches
• Endorsements
• CVTV Election 2018
• The Columbian Candidate Interviews
• Campaign donations at Washington State Public 

Disclosure Commission website
• Vote! How to Pick a Candidate (LWV of Washington)
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The Confidence to Participate

https://www.politicalcompass.org/
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/
https://weiapplets.sos.wa.gov/MyVote/
https://www.cvtv.org/program/election-2018
http://www.columbian.com/news/politics/election/
https://www.pdc.wa.gov/browse/campaign-explorer?election_year=2018
https://lwvwa.org/resources/Voter%20Information/How%20to%20Pick%20a%20Candidate%202018.pdf
https://lwvwa.org/resources/Voter%20Information/How%20to%20Pick%20a%20Candidate%202018.pdf


• Start conversations inside your circle of influence
• Be a responsible digital publisher
• Share that you vote regularly and why
• Listen to discover common ground
• Ask others to join you in voting
• Share how you go about researching candidates
•Offer to host a “fill out our ballots” party
• Remember that change takes time and persistence: 

Anyway: The Paradoxical Commandments, Kent Keith

How We Can Increase Participation
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http://www.paradoxicalcommandments.com/
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Session 1: Civics 101
• Join us for a lively presentation on how government works at each level and how each 

citizen can become involved!
Session 2 Political Literacy, Fake News, and Personality Politics
• This session provides ways for voters to (1) identify how they feel on important issues 

and what their values are (2) research candidates, their funding, and their record (3) 
combat “fake news” and “alternative facts” (4) take action by voting.

Session 3 Mechanics of Voting & Expanding Your Circle of Influence
• We will be looking at the November 2018 ballot and offering resources to help you make 

decisions. We will hear from former office holders to understand what these jobs entail. 
Finally we will discuss ways civilly discuss politics with friends and family.
• Washougal: Tuesdays, 9/4, 9/11, 9/18 6:00-8:00
• Vancouver: Wednesdays, 9/5, 9/12, 9/26 6:00-8:00
• Cascade Park: Thursday, 9/6, Monday, 9/10, Thursday 9/27 6:00 - 8:00
• Woodland: Fridays, 9/7, 9/14, 9/28 12-2 ** brown-bag lunch workshops** in the 

Community Center
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Civics is Fundamental Workshops


